
 

 

20th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

On Friday 20th March all schools across England are closing at the end of the school day. This is a 

national closure that has been enforced in order to try and suppress the spread of Covid-19. 

The government has asked that schools offer some provision for a limited number of children – 

children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and 

cannot be safely cared for at home. 

In this letter I will outline details of who is entitled to this provision. Please note that if you wish to 

access provision because you have no alternative, you are likely to be asked for proof that you are a 

key worker.  

Firstly, the government has issued clear guidance that parents keep their children at home wherever 

possible. The advice from the government is as follows: 

And the most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If 
children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, 
and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain 

safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer 

children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable 

individuals in wider society. 

 

Where possible, please keep your child at home. National school closures are unprecedented and we 

must take these seriously.  



 

 

List of Key Workers 

The government has published a list of key workers. This list is as follows: 

 NHS and Health and social care workers: doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social 

workers, care workers and other frontline health and social care staff including those who 

work as part of the health and social care supply chain  

 Education and childcare staff: nursery and teaching staff and social workers 

 Key Public Services: those staff who are essential to the running of the justice system, 

religious staff, charities and workers delivering key frontline services, staff who are 

responsible for management of the deceased 

 Journalists and broadcasters providing public service broadcasting 

 Local and national government: only occupations essential to the effective delivery of Covis-

19 response or delivering essential public services such as the payment of benefits 

 Food and goods: those involved in food production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery 

and those essential to the provision of other key goods  

 Public safety and national security: police and support staff, MOD civilians, armed forces 

personnel, fire and rescue service staff, National Crime Agency staff, border security staff, 

prison and probation staff and other national security roles 

 Transport: staff who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight transport 

operating during the Covis-19 response 

 Utilities, communication and financial services: staff essential to financial services provision, 

oil, gas, electricity and water sectors, IT and data sectors essential to the response as well as 

key staff working in the nuclear, chemicals, telecommunications including 999 and 111 call 

staff, postal services and delivery, payment providers and waste disposal workers. 

Please note, this is a summary and the fully detailed list can be found at: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

What should I do if I am a key worker and I need access to provision? 

 Please telephone the school before 4 p.m. on Friday 20th March to tell us that you will need to 

access provision. You will be asked for your child’s name and you will also be asked to send in 

proof that you are a key worker. I apologise for the short notice but I have had less than 24 

hours to put these plans into place and I must have an idea of numbers for staffing. 

 The school provision will run from Monday 23rd March until Friday 3rd April. The hours of 

provision will be from 8.45 until 3.10, in keeping with the hours of the school day.  

 Your child does not need to wear school uniform and we will provide a midday meal. 

 The students will be dismissed at 3.10 as normal. 

 There will be no formal lessons. Your child will be supervised by school staff and they can 

access the work that has been set for them on Google Classrooms. 

 If at some point you no longer need the provision, please inform us so that we can remove 

your child from our registers. 

 

At present I do not know when the school will be open again. We await further guidance from the 

government and as soon as I have any updates I will post a message on the school website. Please 

monitor the website as this will be the first place I post any new information. 

May I thank all of you for your continued support over what has been an incredibly difficult week in 

school. The staff have worked tirelessly to keep the school running as smoothly as possible, which has 

been a huge challenge for all.  

Please stay safe and well and I hope to see your children very soon. 

God Bless 

 

Miss Burrows 

Headteacher 


