
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am writing to thank you for supporting us in what has been a fantastic start to the academic year. Our students 

have returned smartly dressed, ready to learn and keen to engage in all aspects of school life.  

In this letter I have included some reminders about uniform, the school day and other aspects of the school. 

Thank you for taking the time to read the information. 

CATHOLIC LIFE 

All students at Archbishop Ilsley belong to our family and are part of the Catholic life of the school. This half-

term we are focussing on the Jesuit virtues of being compassionate and loving. So many of our students 

demonstrate these virtues on a daily basis and it is wonderful to see both big and small acts of kindness 

happening in our school.  

All students will have the opportunity to attend our local Parish church, Holy Souls, for mass this academic year. 

There will be a year group mass, prepared by the students and they will also attend a Parish mass, joining the 

local community. We would like to thank the Reverend Father Jonathon Veasey and Father Tomasz for 

welcoming our school. 

UNIFORM 

In the last 12 months we have had a focus on improving the standard of school uniform and I am delighted with 

how smart our students look. 100% compliance is expected and it is pleasing to walk around the school and see 

our high standards being enforced. 

As the weather changes, your child will need a coat. Hoodies and gilets are not permitted and will be 

confiscated if they are worn on the school premises. Denim, leather and suede jackets are also not permitted. 

Please make sure your child has a warm coat that is in keeping with our uniform policy. 

Some students are wearing the blue summer shirt and this is acceptable until the end of this half-term. From 

November 4th all students must wear a white shirt and their House tie. 

If your child is female and wears navy trousers, the hem of the trousers should sit below the ankle bone. 

Cropped trousers are not permitted. 

CLASSCHARTS 

This year we have invested in a new system to monitor progress and behaviour. The system is called 

ClassCharts and parents and carers have access to information regarding their child’s positive and negative 

behaviour scores. You should have received a letter with log-in details and how to download the app. If you 

have not received this letter the information will be available on Academic Tutorial day or you can contact your  



 

 

 

child’s Head of House. We encourage all parents to access this information as it is ‘live’ and you can see how 

your child has conducted him/herself on a daily basis.  

SWIMMING POOL 

A number of parents/carers have asked about the situation regarding the swimming pool. Currently our pool is 

out of action due to a number of leaks from the pipe that runs around the side. The pipework is very old and 

needs replacing; the cost of replacing this pipework and the ground works is enormous.  

Mrs Lloyd has set up a crowdfunding page to help us raise the funds to repair the swimming pool. It is an 

integral part of our school and the local community; not only do our own students use the pool, it is also used by 

local swimming clubs and some parents have told me they learned to swim in our pool! If you are able to make 

any donation, however small, towards the cost of the repairs to the pool, we would be very grateful. Please click 

on this link to learn more: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ilsley-pool 

THE ILSLEY WAY 

I am always impressed when I walk around the school during lesson time. There is a very calm and orderly 

atmosphere and students are engaged in their learning. At Archbishop Ilsley we have high expectations and 

expect all of our students to engage in the ‘Ilsley Way’; they do this by following our three rules of being ready, 

being safe and being respectful and kind. I appreciate all of the support our families offer in helping us to uphold 

our standards and maintain the ‘Ilsley Way’. 

Could I remind all parents and carers that the school gate closes at 8.40 a.m. and any student who arrives after 

this time is classed as being late.  

KEY INFORMATION 

The website is the key place to find information about our school. The uniform and Behaviour policies are 

published on the website and I would strongly encourage all parents and carers to familiarise themselves with 

these policies. 

CURRICULUM RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

One of the most exciting developments we have on our website is our new section on Curriculum. If your child is 

in year 7 or year 8, you will be aware that last year my staff spent a considerable amount of time creating new 

schemes of learning with supporting booklets. Some of the booklets are now on the website and more will be 

added throughout this academic year. One of the ways you can support your child in their learning is to 

familiarise yourself with the booklets, which contain all of the key vocabulary and some key reading materials for 

each topic. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ilsley-pool


 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Academic tutorial years 7-11: Thursday 24th October (students must attend their appointment in full school 

uniform) 

INSET day: Friday 25th October (school closed to students) 

May I thank all of you for your support in ensuring our lovely school continues to go from strength to strength. 

God Bless 

 

 

Miss H Burrows 

Headteacher 

 


