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Sixth Form Entry Requirements, Subjects & advice                                                                                                            
Entry Requirements:  Five GCSE’s at Grade 4(including English and Mathematics) and the 

Additional Subject Entry Requirements as follows:                                                                       

(NB all the following courses are subject to demand). 

 

Please note that your enrolment on to a particular course must be approved by the Assistant 

Head teacher in charge of Sixth Form in consultation with the Head of that department/faculty. 

Students must study x3 subjects from the list above and choose either Level 3 Core 

Mathematics (students may not take this subject alongside A Level Mathematics) or the Level 

3 Extended Project Qualification as their 4th subject.  This 4th subject is 50% of an A Level and 

worth 50% UCAS points.  It is delivered and examined/moderated at the end of year 12 so that 

going into year 13 students have achieved UCAS points and Level 3 qualification which will be of 

major value when applying for University, Apprenticeship or Employment. 

Level and Subject Additional Subject Requirements  

Level 3 BTEC in Business Studies  GCSE grade 5 in Mathematics  

A Level Fine Art GCSE grade 6 in Art 

A Level Biology GCSE grade 6 in Mathematics and Sciences and grade 5 in 
English  

A Level Chemistry GCSE grade 6 in Mathematics and Sciences and grade 5 in 
English  

Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Computer 
Science/Programming Scripting 

GCSE grade 5 in Mathematics and a science (which could be 
Computer Science) 

A Level English Language and Literature GCSE grade 6 in English Language & a Grade 6 in English 
Literature 

A Level English Literature GCSE grade 6 in English Literature 

A Level Environmental Science  GCSE grade 5 in Science and grade 4 in English Language  

A Level French GCSE grade 6 in French  

A Level Geography GCSE grade 6 in Geography 

A Level History GCSE grade 6 in History Grade 5 in English Language 

A Level Mathematics GCSE grade 7 in Mathematics or grade 6 and successful 
completion of an initial assessment at enrolment 

A Level Media Studies GCSE grade 6 English Language Grade 6 at GCSE Media Studies 
desirable but not essential if the student has not studied this 
course 

Level 3 BTEC in Music GCSE grade 6 or Merit in Music (or equivalent music 
performance grades 

A Level Physical Education GCSE grade 5 in English Language and Science (PE could be a 
science)  

A Level Physics GCSE grade 6 in Mathematics and Sciences and grade 5 in 
English  

A Level Product Design GCSE grade 6 in DT  

A Level Psychology GCSE grade 5 in English language, Mathematics and Science. 

A Level Theology GCSE grade 6 in Religious Studies 

A Level Sociology GCSE grade 6 in English  

BTEC Level 3 in Health and Social Care  GCSE grade 4 in science and grade 6 in HSC is desirable  
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NB: If students have not studied a particular course at GCSE then we will look at the 

Mathematics and Science GCSE level if you are applying for Mathematics and the Sciences; if 

you are applying for Humanities courses then we will look at your GCSE Humanities levels. 

Advice: 

The ‘Informed Choices’ Booklet is an excellent Guide produced by the Russell Group of leading 

Universities in collaboration with the Institute of Career Guidance. It is certainly worth reading 

and not only gives a 5 Point Plan to help you make Post 16 choices but also contains information 

regarding which subjects are required for popular Degree Choices. 

The UCAS website will allow you to check whether your subject choices match the requirements 

of the degree you wish to study at University. It is essential that you check that your A Level 

choices do not rule out degrees you are interested in. 

Advisable Pathways 

The Russell group universities have produced a guide to post-16 study options: Informed 

Choices. Many university courses require particular subjects to be taken at A-level (or 

equivalent qualifications). The subjects which are most often required are sometimes called 

"facilitating subjects" and these are: 

 Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

 English Literature 

 Physics 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 Geography 

 History 

 Languages (Classical and Modern) 

There are also subjects which are not on this list, such as Religious Studies, which provide a 

good preparation for university study but which are rarely a requirement for university entry. 

A Level Requirements for popular degree courses: 

 Chemistry A level is essential or very useful for: Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, 

Pharmacy, Biology (and Bio related subjects). 

 To study Medicine: Chemistry and in most cases Biology are essential subjects plus one 

other A Level subject. 

 For a Business Studies degree: No essential A-level subjects, though Mathematics is 

useful and you will need a good Mathematics result at GCSE Business Studies A level is 

helpful. European Business Studies generally requires a European Language. 

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices.aspx
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 Law degrees: No essential subjects, though they like you to have subjects which show 

logical ability and the ability to write (e.g.: a mixture of Arts and Science subjects or at 

least two facilitating subjects). Admissions tutors do not require you to take Law as an A 

Level whilst some prefer you not to have taken Law A level. 

 Psychology: No essential subjects (a mix of Arts and Science subjects is good.) You will 

need GCSE Mathematics. 

 Computing: No essential subjects for most courses. Mathematics A level is essential for a 

few Universities and useful for all. 

 Engineering: Mathematics and Physics are generally essential (though you can apply 

without them and do an extra Foundation year). Chemistry is essential for most 

Chemical Engineering degrees. 

 Most other degree courses either have no essential A-level subjects, or just require an A 

level in the subject concerned plus any two others. Do check though! 

 And do bear in mind that the top academic degree courses will generally expect three 

‘academic’ A levels (see list of facilitating A levels) 

BTEC Requirement Information 

Don’t be put off from applying to university if you’re taking BTECs rather than A-levels. More 

than 100,000 BTEC students apply to UK universities each year. 

Moving from BTECs to university study 

 BTECs can provide progression on to university degrees 

 Ninety-five per cent of universities and colleges in the UK accept BTEC students, 

including competitive universities from the Russell Group. 

 Nearly all universities accept BTECs in relevant subject areas 

 BTEC students have the experience of real-life practical tasks and work placements. This 

will set you aside from students studying A-levels, who don’t usually have this element 

as a part of their course. 

 For a subject such as health and social care, the work placements in areas such as 

childcare or healthcare settings can make for strong and well-rounded applications to 

courses including nursing, social work or health and social care degrees. 

 It’s also important to note that, as with A-levels, there are many transferable 

opportunities in terms of subjects.  For example, if you have studied for a BTEC in one 

subject area, you can apply for a different subject at university 

 


