
How to create revision notes 

1. Write your revision notes in your own 
words 

The first thing you need to understand that, unless you’re writing a definition, you need to write 

your revision notes in your own words. This is because reading information from your class 

notes, text book or revision guide, understanding it and then putting it into your own words helps 

your brain to store the information. 

2. Use clear titles, sub-titles and headings 
Layout your revision notes using clear titles, sub-titles and headings helps you break your 

revision down into bite-size chunks as well as sign-posting your memory through the content. 

Whatever you do, don't write pages and pages of notes without breaking it up into smaller 

pieces. 

3. Make your notes neat but not too neat 
One of the biggest mistakes students make when they create revision materials is spending too 

much time and energy on presentation. Remember that your notes are a practical aid to your 

memory that are to be used throughout the coming weeks, and it's pretty much only you, and 

maybe your parents/guardians, who will look at them. They are not a work of art and you're 

highly likely to bin them once you've got your exam results – so don't waste your precious time 

and energy on making them too pretty. 

4. Include diagrams 
Including diagrams in your revision notes helps your notes come to life. Visuals are a great 

prompt to your memory and often communicate some things much better than a written 

description. 



5. Use colour to make your notes more 
memorable 
It's a great idea to use highlighters for key words and use different coloured pens to signify 

different things e.g. causes / effects; economic, social, political; advantages and disadvantages. 

What to do once you've made 
your revision notes 
Making revision notes is just the beginning of the revision process – it's not enough to just write 

the notes out once. When your revision notes are complete you'll need to read them through out 

loud over and over again, or write them out in rough to improve your memory. You may also want 

to condense them further into flash cards, or bullet points or link ideas together using mind-maps. 

  


